DC Commission on Persons with disabilities

DCCPD July Meeting Minutes
July 28, 2016, 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
441 4th St. NW, 1114
Washington, DC 20001

Welcome and Introductions
   Commission Chair, Dr. Denise Decker, called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. Present with Denise were: Kali Wasenko-Public Affairs Specialist for the Office of Disability Rights (ODR), and Commissioners Derrick Smith, Shakira Hemphill and Hope Fuller.  (Shakira and Hope joined by phone.)  Guests were: Iris Gomez, two sign language interpreters, and Mary Devasia and colleagues from DC Health Care Finance.  Denise called for a review of the previous meeting’s minutes.  There were no additions or corrections; the minutes were accepted as read.

Special Announcements
    Denise and Kali had several special announcements to make before the meeting began.  First, Kali announced that she would be leaving ODR to accept a position at the Individual Advocacy Group. This new position will allow her to continue to work in the disability field and expand her management and leadership skills.  The DCCPD was happy for Kali but was sad to see her go.  The DCCPD awarded her with a Certificate of recognition for two years of fine work. She wants to stay involved with the DCCPD as a volunteer and we will welcome her.

   Next, Denise sadly announced that long-time commissioner, Charles Butler, passed away.  He is survived by his family.  In a tribute to Charles, we noted that his commission service included more than 30 years, during which he encouraged appropriate training for care givers of individuals with disabilities and helped to shape the DCCPD when it transitioned from the Mayor’s Disability Committee.  Denise will send a note of condolence to Mrs. Butler on behalf of the DCCPD.

Share Health Care Survey Results with HCF
   Kali reviewed the recently compiled results of the care-giving survey that the DCCPD and DC Health Care Finance distributed.  Results showed that respondents had few complaints with the services provided.  There was a high rate of response.  Kali will share individual findings with Mary and her colleagues.

Kali Presentations in Vietnam and Sri Lanka
   Kali next described her recent visit to Vietnam and Sri Lanka, where she had the chance to meet with organizations serving people with disabilities.  She shared how infrastructure often made it hard to get around, but that these organizations were working toward the goal of inclusion.  In Sri Lanka, she met with a fine arts organization.  Iris will give Kali contacts in these countries who are deaf. 

DC Service Animal Event
   Naquran Smith of ODR described the research he is doing relative to people and their use of service animals.  He asked commissioners to spread the word through their networks that he is looking for feedback, both good and bad experiences.  He wants to break down fear barriers and let people know that service animals are gentle.  He wants to let people know the dos and don’ts.  This information will be assembled and posted. He can be contacted through ODR.

Who is an Advocate?
   Denise next described training she took at the recent convention of the American Council of the Blind (ACB) - Who Is an Advocate and What Does It Mean to Be an Advocate?  The training encouraged participants to know their passion, take a position and seek to persuade others to their side.  While advocacy is not new, there are techniques that we use today that enhance our advocacy.  Social media and mass communications are good examples.  The use of data is good, but only to back up your positions, beliefs and ideas.  Self-advocates speak best for themselves, because they know what they believe in.  The training advocated a two-minute elevator speech that as an advocate, you can give any time, any where.  Denise will send the checklists that accompanied this training to Christina Mitchell for posting.

Kamilah Event
   Next Denise thanked Camilah Martin-Proctor for a great event highlighting disability awareness at Awesome Coms in June. Thanks to Kamilah for this awareness-raising Event

Olmstead Conference (June)
   Jessica Hunt, ODR, gave the highlights of this June conference.  Olmstead allows for people with disabilities to transition out of institution settings into mainstream housing.  There are quarterly meetings.  Jessica encouraged anyone who wishes to attend the meetings of this working group and get involved.  Contact her for more information.

EEOC Brown Bag
   Hope Fuller invited her fellow commissioners to a brown bag lunch that she will be hosting at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  She wants to have a lunch and learn discussion on culture and disability.  She will email additional information, including the date and time.  The DCCPD expressed interest in participating in this focus group.

Responsibilities for Mayor's Expo
   As Kali will be leaving, she has a checklist of things that must be accomplished in order for this event to come off: including finalizing the venue, confirming speakers and contacting vendors. She is emailing the checklist.  Once we have it, we can divide up responsibilities among the Commissioners, so that each person can take a small portion of the planning.  Christina will organize planning teleconferences. Derick agreed to look into food donations.

White Cane Day
   This is a similar situation due to Kali’s leaving.  The event will take place on Oct. 14 in the Old Council Chambers. Light refreshments will need to be provided and an agenda determined.

Public Comment and Announcements
   Iris asked about the push-button light at 6th and Florida, near Gallaudet.  It has not been functioning properly.  Kali offered to work with her and her interpreter to address this problem through DC Department of Transportation.

Adjourn
   The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 AM. Denise thanked all for their participation and announced that the next DCCPD meeting will be the 4th Thursday of September, same location.  For those who cannot attend in person, they can always call in, using the teleconference line.

Respectfully Submitted:

Denise M. Decker, PhD
Chair: DC Commission on 
   Persons with Disabilities
