Meeting Minutes
DC Commission on Persons with Disabilities (DCCPD)

January 23, 2015

Our first meeting of 2015 took place at its usual time and in its usual location, 441 4th St. SW, 7th Floor.  Denise Decker, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  Present with Denise were Kali Wasenko, Special Assistant to the Commission and guests Jewel Quinn, Grace Oderik and Angela Miller.  Commissioners Charles Butler, and Shakira Hemphill joined by phone as did Julia Wolhandler, an aspiring member.  

Kali next spoke to us about the initiative begun by the Office of Disability Rights (ODR), entitled “Because of the ADA”. The intent of this initiative is to celebrate the anniversary of the ADA, with year-long activities throughout the city.  These activities can be sponsored by Federal agencies, city services, non-profits and other groups and organizations.  The goal is to demonstrate how individuals lives have changed “because of the ADA”.  Kali invited the Commission to be a part of her city-wide teleconference on Feb. 10 at 3:30 to continue to flesh out ides.  She will send out coordinates before the call.  Commissioners and guests expressed enthusiasm for being a part of this activity. 
Denise next described a workshop she recently attended that outlined emergency services for people with disabilities.  The workshop was conducted by representatives of the American Red Cross and the Federal Emergency Management (FEMA).  The purpose of Denise’s discussion was to offer ideas for a community forum that the Commission wants to hold on this topic during 2015, in accordance with our strategic plan.  Denise proposed several topics that the forum could cover: 
· What is a disaster and what is disaster preparedness?

· How are FEMA and the Red Cross prepared to help people with disabilities?

· How are our city services and local Red Cross prepared to serve us?
· How are emergency shelter workers trained and what is an accessible shelter?

· Can an individual shelter at home and if so, how?

· What things should everyone have in their emergency preparedness kit?

· How can we, as people with disabilities volunteer to help when a disaster strikes?

Additional topics could of course be covered as the forum takes shape.  Kali is exploring with HSEMA the forum they will hold on this topic.  It may be that the Commission can join services with this group to conduct an emergency preparedness forum.

We next turned to filling our subcommittees for our five-year strategic plan.  Given the few commissioners we have and the time each can commit, we have decided to hold three key activities this year. As described above, emergency services is one of the community forums we have agreed to host.  Charles and Julia will work on a subcommittee with Denise to flesh out this activity.  Next, Dr. Jewel Quinn offered to organize a health subcommittee and will enlist the services of Commissioner Oliver Washington, who was ill and could not attend the meeting.  
Our third initiative for 2015 will be an employment focus.  We want to run this concurrently with the Mayor’s Expo on People with Disabilities during disability awareness month in October.  We want to invite “head hunters” who can help our disability community obtain employment.  We also want to offer resume writing and interviewing tips.  City services will also be invited to bring job opportunities with them.   Shakira, Kali and Denise will work on this initiative.
We then moved into the general “announcements and open discussion” of our meeting.  This is the time when Commissioners and guests can share events or invitations that might be of interest to the Commission.  We talked about the disability video in which we participated with ODR and how successful it has become on you-tube.  It has had thousands of “hits” and has been praised from throughout the United States.  

Our meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM.  Afterward, Kali and Denise met with Alexis Taylor, the new Acting Director of ODR, to plan a joint ODR-Commission vision for 2015 and to discuss how ODR and the Commission can work together more closely.
Respectfully Submitted,

Denise M. Decker, Ph.D.

Chair, DC Commission on 

  Persons with Disabilities

