Meeting Minutes
DC Commission on Persons with Disabilities (DCCPD)

March 26, 2015, 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM

The meeting took place in the Office of Disability Rights (ODR), 441 4th St. NW, and was called to order by Dr. Denise Decker, DCCPD Chair at 9:05 AM.  Present or attending by phone were Dr. Denise Decker, Kali Wasenko (Special Assistant to the DCCPD), Lisa Matthews, 
Mat McCollough (DDS), Dr. Jewel Quinn, Andrew Reese (DDS), Carol Tyson, Francis Vhay (iel), Charles Butler (Commissioner), Jennifer McClureand Samia Brown (Arc DC), Amanigo Famata (DDS), Cheri Mallory (DCAP), Briana Urbina, Kamilah Proctor, Jerry Kisinic (DCOA), Susie Resper (ODR), 
Julia Wolhandler (DCCPD Applicant), Evian Patterson (DDOT) and Faye Dastgheib (DDOT).
The DCCPD next took time to remember Oliver Washington, our member who recently passed.  Both Kali and Denise praised Oliver for his dedication and commitment to the DCCPD and health initiatives.  Kali was able to attend his memorial and spoke movingly about sharing that time with Oliver’s friends and family.  Dr. Quinn, who knew Oliver well, commented that his legacy will live on in the work that the DCCPD will continue to do.  

We then turned to the “Because of the ADA” Update.  Kali reminded participants that the ODR/DCCPD event will take place in July and that organizations should begin to plan for their own event.  ODR will hold a receptions; the agenda for it is still being prepared.  Kali will send members and guests there invite to the next teleconference that will update on plans to commemorate the ADA.  Mat mentioned that he and his group are working with the Kennedy Center and the Smithsonian. Kamilah reminded us of the role in the celebration of the National Council on Disability. 

Denise read a portion of her testimony in support of ODR, which she wrote for use by the DC City Council in consideration of ODR’s budget. Denise discussed the important and positive collaboration with ODR and Interim Director, Alexis Taylor, that the DCCPD enjoys.  Examples of this collaboration include the annual Mayor’s expo on Disability, the 2014 training video that has received hundreds of “hits” on the ODR website, Kali’s staff support from ODR, and the various community forums which ODR and the DCCPD have designed and conducted.  Denise stated: “I believe that the DCCPD could not carry out our annual and strategic plans, raise awareness and do all we do without our close working relationship with ODR.”
We turned to establishing our subcommittee rosters and goals for the coming year, as described in our Five-Year DCCPD Strategic Plan.  In response to requests by members and guests, Kali will re-distribute this plan so all will have it.  Our three subcommittees are: Emergency Services, Health, and Employment. For emergency services, there is an opportunity for all to become involved in training that will take place in their respective wards.  Kali has been in contact with HSema that will be conducting emergency management training throughout DC.  Kali will share with us the schedule of these trainings so that DCCPD members may attend and/or volunteer.  The DCCPD will formally coordinate with HSema.  Lisa Matthews volunteered to serve on this subcommittee, along with Denise and Kali. In addition, Denise will send to Kali for posting, the paper she wrote and read to the January DCCPD meeting on emergency preparedness for people with disabilities.  This paper is based on training she took with the National Red Cross and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which has actively trained independent living centers throughout the nation. Kali will post this paper on the ODR website.

For our Health Subcommittee, Dr. Quinn offered to serve on it and potentially co-chair it with Briana. A suggested focus was not to look at health that causes disability, but rather to look at health issues that result from a disability. This can include: fall prevention, high blood pressure, ulcers from limited mobility (homebound/bed-bound), depression or obesity, and non-24 sleep disorder that affects people who are totally blind. Training of Home Health Care Aids and health care providers was proposed and respect for confidentiality was stressed. Cheri is an holistic health practitioner with experience working in this area; she wants to be involved. Susie also would like to be on this subcommittee; she wants to work with falls prevention.  Briana has develop culturally competent language guides for health care providers.  Carol Tyson- DDOT discussed the challenge of staying safe; she has data regarding falls to share with the Health Subcommittee. Charles Butler and Mat McCollough suggested working with the DC Office on Aging. Jerry suggested contacting Health Care Finance to develop a training guide that folds into their programs to look at how training will enhance the quality of individual care and service.

We updated on our Mayor’s Expo which takes place each October in accordance with Disability Month.  Previously, we had discussed inviting Potential employers who could advise on resume writing, interviewing and landing that “dream job”.  Jennifer McClure (jmcclurearcofdc@gmail.com) and Andrew Reese - DDC Council volunteered to support this effort along with Denise and Kali.
Denise and Kali reported that they recently met with the liaison to the DCCPD on the DC Office of Boards and Commissions, Sophia Carillo, to advocate for filling the vacancies on the DCCPD and to request consideration by Boards and Commissions of several applicants to the DCCPD. It appears now that the DCCPD has been assigned to another liaison.  Kali is determining with Boards and Commissions what is going on and will report to us at our next meeting.
DDOT Presentation - Evian Patterson and Faye Dastgheib spoke to us about their efforts to revitalize the accessible parking meter initiative, begun several years ago.  They requested DCCPD and ODR collaboration in reaching out to the disability community and in determining how best to design a program that will meet existing and future needs.  Charles Butler, DCCPD Commissioner, has agreed to serve on the steering committee that is being formed for this purpose.  Evian and Faye will continue to brief the DCCPD and ODR on this effort as it takes shape.
Reminding everyone of the next scheduled DCCPD meeting in May, Denise then thanked all for their attendance and active involvement in the meeting, which was adjourned at 10:35 AM.
Respectfully Submitted,

/S/

Denise M. Decker, Ph.D.

Chair, DC Commission on

Persons with Disabilities
