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***PUBLIC NOTICE***
DDOT Accepting Applications for 2013 Transportation for Elderly and 

Persons with Disabilities Program

(Washington, D.C.) The District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DDOT) invites interested non-profit organizations to apply to their 2013 Transportation for Elderly Persons and Persons with Disabilities (Section 5310 Program).  The program provides financial assistance to non-for profit organizations that include local or neighborhood based nonprofit organizations and religious or charitable organizations, for the purchasing of vehicles and wheelchair equipment that can help them meet the transportation needs of the elderly persons and persons with disabilities when transportation service is unavailable to meet these needs.
The funds are apportioned by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) of the U.S. Department of Transportation to the District based on its share of population for these groups of people. Funds are obligated based on the annual program of projects included in a statewide grant application. DDOT ensures that local applicants and project activities are eligible and in compliance with Federal requirements. 

The federal funds awarded under the Section 5310 program provide financial assistance for purchasing capital equipment to be used to transport the elderly and persons with disabilities.  Eligible capital purchases may include: para-transit vehicles and wheelchair lifts and restraints. Prices vary depending on the type of vehicle selected by the organization. See application for more details.
The Section 5310 grant provides 80% of the cost of the vehicle/equipment purchased.  The remaining 20% will be provided by the applicant organization.  The 20% must be provided in cash or check by the applicant organization from non-federal sources. 
Grant applications are due Friday, May 10, 2013. Please visit http://ddot.dc.gov/DC/DDOT/On+Your+Street/Mass+Transit+in+DC/Elderly+and+Disabled to find the application and additional information.
For additional information about the program please contact Circe Torruellas at 202-671-2847 or circe.torruellas@dc.gov.                                                                        
	


Local News & Information
Your Input is Critically Needed for DCRSA’s Needs Assessment
The District of Columbia Rehabilitation Services Administration (DCRSA) and Mayor’s State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) need YOU to weigh in on the needs of DC residents with disabilities as part of our statewide needs assessment.  As a service provider, partner, or advocate of District residents with disabilities, you and/or other staff members in your organization have significant experience working with and observing the needs of persons with disabilities. Your informed, professional opinions are critical to our efforts to assemble an accurate picture of the needs of persons with disabilities.  Please take this opportunity to complete the survey developed to obtain your input.  

Please click on the link below to take the survey:

https://sdsueducation.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_7NyhJIrXWy0QvmB 

In addition to completing this brief survey, we ask that you attend one of the focus groups we will be conducting as part of the needs assessment.  The focus groups will provide you and other valued partners with an opportunity to share information and express your opinions about the needs of persons with disabilities, and how best to meet those needs.  Each focus group will consist of between 6-10 individuals and will last approximately 1 ½ to 2 hours.  These sessions will be held at the following times:

Monday, May 6th:                                                                                        9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

Tuesday, May 7th:                                                                                       1:00 PM –   3:00 PM

Wednesday, May 8th:                                                                                  9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

Thursday, May 9th:                                                                                      9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

If you cannot attend any of the above scheduled sessions but are willing to be interviewed by phone or would be interested in attending a focus group on Saturday, May 11th, please make this known in your response to Cheryl Bolden, along with the alternate dates and times that you are available.   Finally—we would greatly appreciate your circulating the attached letter to anyone you know who has applied for, used, or considered DCRSA services.  The attachment includes a link to a separate survey and lists times for focus groups that are specifically geared to people who have used, considered, or applied for DCRSA services.  

                                                                                                            

Your input is greatly appreciated, and is critically important to improving employment outcomes for District of Columbia residents with disabilities.

_____________________________________________________________________________
 Upcoming Accessibility Advisory Committee Meetings

Accessibility Advisory Committee – MetroAccess Subcommittee Meeting

April 15, 2013; 4:00PM - 6:00PM
Accessibility Advisory Committee – Full Committee Meeting

May 6, 2013; 5:30PM – 7:30PM
Accessibility Advisory Committee – Bus & Rail Subcommittee Meeting
May 13, 2013; 4:00PM - 6:00PM
All meetings will be held at Metro’s Headquarters Building

600 Fifth Street, NW

Washington DC 20001

All Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC) and subcommittee meetings are now being streamed live via www.spreaker.com; type Access Services in the search box. Smartphone users can download the free Spreaker app and listen live on the go. Type Access Services in the search box. No registration is required. As this is a new initiative, please contact our office at 202-962-1100 with difficulties accessing the audio to any of the AAC meetings.  


For Information about ODR’s Newsletter call 202-724-5055 or visit the web at odr.dc.gov.
[image: image6.jpg]ODR





441 4th Street NW

Suite 729 North

Washington DC 20001

Phone: (202) 724 - 5055

Fax: (202) 727 -9484

E-mail:

ODR.Complaints@dc.gov

Visit us on the web: http://odr.dc.gov
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District of Columbia Office of Disability Rights



MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the District Office of Disability Rights (ODR) is to ensure that the programs, services, benefits, activities and facilities operated or funded by the District of Columbia are fully accessible to, and useable by people with disabilities. ODR is committed to inclusion, community-based services, and self-determination for people with disabilities.  ODR is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the City's obligations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) as well as other disability rights laws.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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Visit us on the web: http://odr.dc.gov 
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